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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JUNE 14, 2021
CONTACT: Margaret Justus 
Cell: 281-250-8253

The Ann Richards Legacy Project partners with 
the City of Dallas and Downtown Dallas, Inc. to
Raise the Ann Richards Banners, marking 
the 30th Anniversary of the iconic Texas Governor’s inauguration

(DALLAS, Texas) – The Ann Richards Legacy Project, together with the City of Dallas and Downtown Dallas, Inc., announced today the installation of 60, red, white and blue Texas Governor Ann Richards banners. The public art display celebrates the iconic Texas Governor’s many years of public service and marks the 30th anniversary of her gubernatorial inauguration. 

The exhibit can be seen in downtown Dallas on Main Street, from Harwood Street to Griffin Street; Young Street, from Griffin Street to Akard Street; and Akard Street, from Young Street to Canton Street. They feature 12 different designs with iconic images and notable quotes from the legendary Governor.

“Dallas is proud to host the Ann Banners, and I encourage everyone to come to our vibrant downtown to see them,” said Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson. “I admire Governor Richards — she was a fearless leader who loved Texas and was committed to making our state government more inclusive. She remains a bright light and inspiration to those of us in public service.” 

The 3 x 7-foot vertical designs include 12 different Richards quotes, including one from her breakthrough 1988 keynote speech at the Democratic National Convention: “Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did, she just did it backwards and in high heels.” The photographs are shots taken of Governor Richards throughout her lifetime by notable Texas photographers such as Jana Birchum, Ave Bonar, Alan Pouge and Kirk Tuck.

"Ann Richards was a great American trailblazer," said Ambassador Ron Kirk, who was Richards’ Secretary of State from 1992-1993, went on to be elected Dallas’ first Black mayor and later served as U.S. Trade Ambassador during President Obama’s administration. “She inspired and mentored so many young Texans, like me, to pursue our dreams, stay engaged in public service and always give back. God, we miss her!” 

The downtown Dallas Ann Banners also include other notable quotes by Richards, who was known for her wicked and self-deprecating sense of humor.

· Life isn’t fair, but government must be.
· Sobriety has freed me to deal with failure and never give up.
· Cherish your friends and family as if your life depended on it, because it does.
· Teaching is the hardest work I have ever done, including being Governor.
· I get a lot of cracks about my hair, mostly from men who don’t have any.
· I have a real soft spot in my heart for librarians and for people who care for books.
· If you think taking care of yourself is selfish, change your mind.
· Always look ahead, never look back.
· You can put lipstick on a pig and call it Monique, but it is still a pig.

"Ann Richards had strong ties to Dallas, even beginning her political career here in the 1960s by volunteering in numerous political campaigns and raising her young family. She would have gotten a big kick seeing those banners floating along the streets of Dallas and we are proud to honor her legacy," said Marc Stanley, Chair of the Dallas Raise the Ann Banners Host Committee.

Private contributions are being raised to fund the project through the Ann Richards Legacy Project, an emerging Austin-based nonprofit who launched the banners with the Downtown Austin Alliance earlier this year along Congress Ave. The City of Dallas is the first Texas city outside of Austin to host the eye-catching banners. The nonprofit group, which is on a mission to inspire future generations to embody Governor Richards’ timeless spirit and courage to lead, has plans to display the Ann Banners in other Texas cities. 

“As thousands of workers and visitors return to Downtown Dallas every week this spring and summer, we could not be more excited to welcome them with words of wisdom and humor from one of our most legendary Texans,” said Kourtny Garrett, President & CEO of Downtown Dallas, Inc. “Downtown Dallas is proud to join our friends in Downtown Austin in this fitting tribute to a woman who continues to inspire our next generation of leaders.”

BACKGROUND The Ann Banners were created by Pentagram Partner DJ Stout and lead designer Michelle Maudet of the international design firm's Austin office, the same banners were launched earlier this year in partnership with the Downtown Austin Alliance Foundation along Congress Avenue—the same street where Richards and thousands of her supporters celebrated her election as the 45th governor of Texas 30 years ago on January 15, 1991. 

Richards, a mother of four and grandmother of eight, was twice elected Travis County Commissioner, and twice elected Texas State Treasurer before becoming governor. 

While Richards spent most of her adult life in Austin, it was in Dallas where she became politically active, campaigning for fellow Democrats like Texas State Senator Mike McKool. Senator McKool and his wife Betty became Ann’s life-long friends and mentors.

While in office, Richards appointed an unprecedented number of women, people of color, Texans with disabilities and LGBTQ community members to Texas boards and commissions including the appointment of former Dallas Mayor, Ambassador Ron Kirk, as her Texas Secretary of State. She was responsible for attracting numerous new businesses to Texas, is credited with resolving crises in Texas public schools and appointed Barbara Jordan as her ethics advisor. She led a reform of the Texas prison system, including establishing a substance-use program, was a champion for the arts in Texas and even hosted Queen Elizabeth II of England and the Duke of Edinburgh.

OTHER QUOTES FOR ATTRIBUTION
Margaret Justus – Austin-based communications consultant, former deputy press secretary for Ann Richards and founder of the Ann Richards Legacy Project.

“The pandemic made it physically impossible for Texans who loved Governor Ann to gather three decades after her inauguration. The Ann Banners turned out to be a safe, inspiring and joyous solution and that’s why we are working hard to share them with the rest of the state.” Justus said.

“Ann Richards believed that for our democracy to stay healthy, Americans deserve a government that looks like them and a government they can trust. She held this sacred trust close to her heart and strived every day to run the best, fairest and most compassionate state government in Texas history and she expected her staff to work as hard as she did to deliver it.”

Mary Beth Rogers – Dallas resident and former campaign manager for Ann Richards, author, professor, political organizer, historian and former KLRU-TV (Austin PBS) CEO.

“Ann Richards’ wit, wisdom, blunt honesty, and dynamic personality drew people to her. She was a mentor to a generation of young women and men who were inspired to do their best to make politics and public life open and inclusive to all. Ann understood that the only way to govern effectively is to widen the circle of those who can participate in the process of deliberations and decision making about the important conditions of their daily lives. “

The Ann Richards Legacy Project wishes to thank the Dallas Raise the Ann Banners Host Committee lead by Committee Chair Marc Stanley of the Stanley Law Group.
__________________________________

We also wish to thank:
The City of Dallas
Downtown Dallas, Inc.
Downtown Austin Alliance Foundation 
Pentagram
The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders 
ProGraphix 
E.H. Teasley Inc., A Woman Owned Business 
Governor Richards’ children, Cecile, Clark, Dan and Ellen Richards
Lynne Dobson and Greg Wooldridge
The Winkler Family Foundation
Joene Grissom, Mary Beth Rogers, Bill Cryer and many other members of the AWR Community.
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