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Former Texas Governor Ann Richards
Honored with 50 Downtown Houston Ann Banners

(HOUSTON, Texas) – The Ann Richards Legacy Project, together with the City of Houston, Houston Downtown Management District, and a host committee led by former Houston Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Cohen and Ambassador Arthur Schechter, announced today the installation of more than 50, red, white and blue Texas Governor Ann Richards banners. The public art display honors the iconic 45th Governor of Texas and marks the 30th anniversary of her gubernatorial inauguration. 

The exhibit can be viewed along Dallas Street from Crawford to Milam Streets, next to GreenStreet and ending near Discovery Green. The banners feature 12 different designs with images and notable quotes from the legendary Governor, including the one from her breakthrough 1988 keynote speech at the Democratic National Convention: “Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did, she just did it backwards and in high heels.”

"Texans loved Ann Richards because she was a hilariously funny, smart, and brave woman. As Governor, she worked hard to attract new businesses to the Lone Star State and open government to everyone," said Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner. "Houston is very proud to host the Ann Banners, and I encourage everyone to make time to see them and learn about one of the most iconic political figures throughout history." 

The Ann Banners photographs are a series taken of Governor Richards throughout her lifetime by notable Texas photographers such as Jana Birchum, Ave Bonar, Alan Pouge and Kirk Tuck.

"Ann Richards empowered so many people – especially women, to go after their dreams," said former Houston Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Cohen, who served in the Texas Legislature from 2007 – 2010 and who is co-chairing the Houston Raise the Ann Banners Committee. 

One of the many Texas women Richards mentored is U.S. Federal District Judge Vanessa Gilmore. In 1991 Richards appointed Gilmore to serve as the first African American to the Texas Department of Commerce Policy Board. In 1994 President Bill Clinton appointed her to the federal bench and at the time was the youngest sitting federal judge. 

“Ann Richards had a way of bringing out the best of others,” said Judge Gilmore, “When she appointed me to the TDC board, she referenced the Sermon on the Mount, and told me ‘you are not the kind of person who would hide you light under s bushel.’ 

The downtown Houston Ann Banners also include other notable quotes by Richards, who was known for her wicked and self-deprecating sense of humor.

· Life isn’t fair, but government must be.
· Sobriety has freed me to deal with failure and never give up.
· Cherish your friends and family as if your life depended on it, because it does.
· Teaching is the hardest work I have ever done, including being Governor.
· I get a lot of cracks about my hair, mostly from men who don’t have any.
· I have a real soft spot in my heart for librarians and for people who care for books.
· If you think taking care of yourself is selfish, change your mind.
· Always look ahead, never look back.
· You can put lipstick on a pig and call it Monique, but it is still a pig.

Private contributions are being raised locally to fund the project through the Ann Richards Legacy Project, an emerging Austin-based nonprofit which launched the banners concept with the Downtown Austin Alliance  earlier this year along Congress Ave in downtown Austin. The banners are currently on display in Austin, Dallas and Houston and will go up in other Texas cities who wish to host them. 

“The Houston Ann Banners introduce Ann’s legacy to new audiences and inspire new generations of leaders who, like Governor Richards, will continue to fight for the disenfranchised,” said Raise the Ann Banners co-chair, Ambassador Arthur Schechter. “I am proud to lead this effort with my friend and another strong Texas woman leader, Former Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Cohen.”

BACKGROUND The Ann Banners were created by Pentagram Partner DJ Stout and lead designer Michelle Maudet of the international design firm's Austin office, the same banners were launched earlier this year in partnership with the Downtown Austin Alliance Foundation  and the Ann Richards Legacy Project along Congress Avenue—the same street where Richards and thousands of her supporters celebrated her election as the 45th governor of Texas 30 years ago on January 15, 1991. 

Richards, a mother of four and grandmother of eight, was twice elected Travis County Commissioner, and twice elected Texas State Treasurer before being elected the 45th governor of Texas. 

While in office, Richards appointed an unprecedented number of women, people of color, Texans with disabilities and LGBTQ community members to Texas boards and commissions including her appointment of Ron Kirk, as her Texas Secretary of State, who later went onto be elected Dallas’s first African American Mayor and U.S. Trade Ambassador. She also appointed U.S. District Judge Vanesa Gilmore to the Texas Department of Commerce Policy Board. Gilmore, who resides in Houston, was the first African American appointed to serve the TDC Policy Board, which she later chaired. 

Richards is recognized for attracting numerous new businesses to Texas, is credited with resolving crises in Texas public schools and appointed Barbara Jordan as her ethics advisor. She led a reform of the Texas prison system, including establishing a substance-use program, was a champion for the arts in Texas and even hosted Queen Elizabeth II of England and the Duke of Edinburgh.

The Ann Richards Legacy Project wishes to thank the Houston Raise the Ann Banners Host Committee led by former Houston Mayor Pro Tem, Ellen Cohen.

Houston Raise the Ann Banners Host Committee
Co-chairs
Ellen Cohen and Arthur Schechter
____

Joan and Stanford Alexander
Scott Atlas
Charles Foster
Ann and Kenny Friedman
Sherry and Gerald Merfish
Marci Rosenberg
Barbara Radofsky
________________________________


We also wish to thank:
City of Houston
Houston Downtown Management District 
Lone Star Flags 
Downtown Austin Alliance Foundation 
Pentagram Design
The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders Foundation
Governor Richards’ children, Cecile, Clark, Dan and Ellen Richards
Lynne Dobson and Greg Wooldridge
The Winkler Family Foundation
Joene Grissom, Mary Beth Rogers, Bill Cryer and many other members of the AWR Community.

###



image1.emf



Ann Richards Banner Pairings



1 2 3 4 5 6



121110987



I have a I have a 
real soft real soft 
spot in my spot in my 
heart for heart for 
librarians librarians 
and and 
people people 
who care who care 
about about 
books.books.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



Sobriety Sobriety 
has freed has freed 
me to me to 
deal with deal with 
failure failure 
and never and never 
give up.give up.



You can  You can  
put lipstick   put lipstick   
on a pig  on a pig  
and call itand call it  
Monique,  Monique,  
but it’s  but it’s  
still a pig.still a pig.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



Always Always 
look look 
ahead ahead 
and and 
never never 
look look 
back.back.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



If you If you 
think think 
taking taking 
care of care of 
yourself yourself 
is selfish, is selfish, 
change change 
your your 
mind.mind.



I get a lot I get a lot 
of cracks of cracks 
about about 
my hair, my hair, 
mostly mostly 
from from 
men who men who 
don’t don’t 
have any.have any.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



Ginger Ginger 
Rogers did Rogers did 
everything everything 
Fred Fred 
Astaire Astaire 
did. She did. She 
just did it just did it 
backwards backwards 
and in high and in high 
heels.heels.



I’ve I’ve 
been been 
tested  tested  
by fire,  by fire,  
and  and  
the fire  the fire  
lost.lost.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



Teaching Teaching 
was the was the 
hardest hardest 
work I work I 
had ever had ever 
done, done, 
including including 
being being 
Governor Governor 
of Texas.of Texas.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



Cherish Cherish 
your your 
friends  friends  
and family and family 
as if as if 
your life your life 
depended depended 
on it.  on it.  
BecauseBecause
it does.it does.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas



I’d like I’d like 
them to them to 
remember remember 
me by me by 
saying, saying, 
‘She‘She  
opened opened 
govern-govern-
ment to ment to 
everyone.’everyone.’



Life  Life  
isn’t isn’t 
fair, but fair, but 
govern- govern- 
ment... ment... 
must  must  
be.be.



ANN RICHARDS
45th Governor of Texas











